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Methods of cataloquing

WHAT WOMEN WANT TO
KNOW??

eek 2



By adding narrative to the collection, | tried to make the
set more personal.

Obvisouly, the set is limited in perspective and reinforces
the bias towards women, and, therefore, through
monologue-style descriptions | tried to inject fictional
worries and anxieties of the American woman of the
20th century.
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REFLECTIONS

Working with the diary format is a powerful tool to subvert traditional
attitude towards the catalogue as a vessel of sometimes irrelevant

to our experiences information. By transforming the pieces of Digital
Collection into cohesive narration from a fictional character — in my
case, it's a middle-aged woman, newlywed, who recently had her first
daughter, precious being of hers — in the format of the diary, the viewer/
reader starts experiencing information in the new light.

The creation of intimacy is a effective tool in piecing together the
scattered shatters of data, this not only makes the storytelling
believable, but also evokes strong emotions and feelings —something,
that’s beyond the capacity of a cold catalogue.

DIARY = STORYTELLING

catalogues can be
irrelevant

iIntimacy
in storytelling



AlM

My aim is playing with credibility of the historical ephemera is to provide
a layered, partial history that acknowledges multiplicity and complexity
and will be supported by fictitious dimension.

HOW TO CREATE CREDIBILITY?

How to deal with fiction in creation of the narrative? What is this tension
between the “authenticity” and “fiction”? In some way, fiction highlights
the fragility and instability of the “official” histories.

PREMISES OF THE PROJECT

The key part is that this is a work of fiction, it doesn’t attempt for perfect
historical recollection, furthermore, it's a personal perspective on social
conditions caused by initial strong response to the catalogue, attempt

in understanding the living through the imaginative, fully speculative,
situations. So, it could be considered as tale, result of changed
relationship of items in the set explored in methods of cataloguing.
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CHANGE OF THE FORMAT

Keep the diary format, however, place it in the fictional
archival publication vessel

Through creation of fictional publication that “explores”
women’s diaries | wanted to achieve a few things:

1) Make the story plausible and credible so people could really 3) Establish context of the work and set a lens through which |
empathize with the character processed the collection material.

2) Use fiction as a tool of critique. If the archive is
messy, incomplete and subject to interpretation, then
how can we trust “official” narratives?
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Embrace imperfection and realism.

Add contextual detalls to reflect the period.

Include everyday, unrelated entries.

Fill pages with doodles, marks, and signs of use.
Experiment with physical fabrication and ephemera.
Show daily routines and small moments.

Focus more on emotions than events.
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EXPERIMENTING WITH MATERIALS

Queen
LIPSTICK

ak: our lips appear moist.
E;mcicky plays an imporcant 'PQIE

i Milady's make-up. US
QUEENprize2sm:

Jimb a few seconds, then the other:
E‘t;:e muscles of the body may be exer
ciﬁmmwgm. aids diges tion, en-
courages the liver and bowel action, d:vel:;i;u
the lungs, and purifies the blood. Thte gigi
directions needed are: Hold the Mtwenty
and breathe deep a8 700 E0 0 e best
?}lﬁnz:éth!:egmmﬁu are gwimming, hill or
stair climbing, and rapid walking or running.
Always breathe through the nose. 1

33, In walking, ,aiwmhnlﬂﬂ:che_ﬁ tie
and earry it well to the frm;:.n Swmgh i
moderately, S M1 te. Nine miles

The alkalies commonly known aund used in the household
arc:

hour is the necessary amount for thf average
adult. Most honsekeanars amd dnhe

AMMONIA; & gas dissolved in water, and mild i

action if diluted;
it readily evaporates if heated. 1t is comparatively expensive.

BORAX, a powder, mild and e

@ SAL Sopa, OR CARBONATED
— and cheaper than borax,

ensive,
KALI, o crystal or powder, stronger
Porass, or LyE, a liguid or solid, strong but little used in modern

l times. It is derived from wood ashes by a process of leeching; is used
in making ‘‘soft soap,’”

CAUSTIC POTASH AND CAUSTIC SODA are very strong and not
expensive, but are knowu in the househiold. One or the other
is almost invariably used in the manufacture of lanndry soaps.

i $04P, a very essential purifier,

discussed in a separate chapter.
Rueeixng, PouNpING AND RinsiNe are valuable mechanical aids
in purifying clothes.

SGEP and waics. .

NDELIBLE PENGIL—Dissolve color by saaki
alcohol, then wash in soap and water. Rub ¢
olive-oil or lard on stain, then swash with warm»
and soap. Tt will be found helpful o keep clo
blotter under stain while applying oil.  Chang:
as soon as it discolors.

ovE—1. Moisten with salt and lemon juice, |
sun, wash in soap and water. 2. Applyesalt
lermon as a powdet to moisten ‘stain, then por
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CREATING CONTENTS

Sunday, March 15, 1931

Mother came over with lemon cake. Edna spilled milk, and Mother scolded her before | could
speak. | said nothing — | never do.

Sunday, March 15, 1931
Church bells early. My hat didn't fit right, but | wore it anyway.
Monday, March 9, 1931

The radio was faint tonight. | turned the knob but could only hear the hum. Edna fell asleep
with her hand on my arm.

Wednesday, March 11, 1931
Boiled the linens again. The smell of soap lingers long after they're dry.
Tuesday, October 2, 1900

Cold this morning. The stove smoked before it caught. | held my hands close and watched
the first curl of heat rise — a thin ghost, almost delicate.

Thursday, October 4, 1900

A new booklet came in the post — The Simple Life in a Nutshell. It said a woman's heart
should be as orderly as her pantry. | arranged the shelves again but my thoughts stayed in

disarray.

Sunday, October 7, 1900

Wore my blue dress to church. The fabric has faded at
said nothing about it — he rarely does.

Wednesday, October 10, 1900

Rain all day. The roof dripped in one steady place near
listened while | wrote. It sounded almost like breathing
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Name Age

A skin you love to touch [between 1
A cleaner house by 12 o'clock 1930

A complete beauty treatment [between 1

The simple life in a nutshell ; rules for "right living" 1921

Hints for housewives; cleans, scrubs, scours, 1915
polishes
This new freedom 1928

Women's Diaries: Catalogue of Private Histories

This project began with a close examination of early 20th-century American women's diaries
—small, private books that held entire worlds within their pages. Written during a time when
the domesticated female role defined much of social life, these diaries often existed at the
fragile intersection between self-expression and self-policing. Women'’s personal writing
was rarely neutral: it moved between duty and desire, between confession and restraint.

As the statement “the personal is political” reminds us, the smallest gestures of daily life—
laundry, childbirth, friendship, iliness—can reveal the same mechanisms of power that
govern public institutions. In their quiet insistence on recording private experience, these
diaries perform an act of reclamation. What was once dismissed as trivial now reads as
political evidence, emotional data, and testimony to survival.

Purpose and Method

The collection presented here was compiled and annotated by a team of archivists and
researchers working to recover under-examined female narratives from the early twentieth
century. The goal of this ongoing initiative is to catalogue these diaries within their historical
and cultural frameworks, drawing attention to how women translated prescribed ideals into
lived experience.

Each diary has been studied not only for its autobiographical value but also for its
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NARRATIVE

1

The publication begins with explanation of significance of women'’s
diaries in history

2

Tells about the purpose of collecting histories to create a better
understanding of systems of representation in early 20th century.

3

Provides outline of the character’s history

A

Scans of the diary

5

Retracing the references mentioned in the diary

6

References




