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Introduction

This piece reimagines Hito Steyerl’s “In Defense of the Poor Image” (2012) through 
the variation-based form of Raymond Queneau’s Exercises in Style (1998). Each 
fragment adopts a digital genre that embodies Steyerl’s concept of the poor image:

low-quality, 
over-circulated, 
collectively authored. 

In performing these shifts in tone and medium, the text explores how degradation 
becomes a form of dissemination and how theory, like the poor image, survives 
through mutation.



1. Forum post



2. Tweet post



3. Comment thread



4. Meme

HITO STEYERLHITO STEYERL

HIGH HIGH 
DEFINITIONDEFINITION

LOW LOW 
QUALITYQUALITY



5. Youtube reupload



Each fragment here is a node in Steyerl’s network: unstable, derivative, and plural. 
Like Queneau’s stylistic exercises, these formats test how repetition generates new 
meaning. The low-fidelity text mirrors Steyerl’s poor image. 

It’s not a failure of clarity, but a shift in authorship and value. 

To circulate is to survive. In this re-presentation, degradation becomes a method of 
writing itself.
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