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Data Bloom — each flower is a person Bl e St
Petals: Interaction (alone=5, pair=8, group=12) N Mo T 25

Size: Age (child < young < adult < senior)

Motion: Direction/Movement (slow < regular < fast)
Color/Stroke: Outfit (formal=cool/solid, casual=warm/dashed, sports=brightfthick, id) P o
Waviness: Activity (sit compact + wait slightly wavy - walk airy - talk very wavy) 4,
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Before the walk == o
Initially, | decided to take this walk because it's a usual everyday route for me - this is my
mindless stroll when I'm going to university, just walking for leisure (like shopping or taking some
coffee) or cross this path when I'm heading towards the underground. Possibly, this route is quite o
similar to people, who live around this area of gentrified King's Cross, so | thought it could be | e
. . . . cpe epe . LRETN o s
interesting to observe in more detail the specificities of the daily walk and uncover new E1- cnye iy e /—g
) . ' eRAs ON the /’ Wm o / ‘/,/
knowledge. Based on previous feedback, | wanted to pay more attention to surroundings. Now O—-s}% buiioiges \ WO o
. — . i e . . . : : N\ A
focus of my investigation shifted to securitization of King's Cross that witnessed a massive urban ﬁ:ﬁw%\/@/ - v\ _// _—"0P
. . L . .. . ¢Chutions . | N T g
renewal. By exploring the possible application of securitazation in practice | narrowed down my . J \5&&\12:;“ et ,/-/o
: : : i o : Sugqestivy o o\
observation to these main aspects: 1) surveillance, regulation, monitoring and 2)symbolic and i | U\ YQ\ \\ %
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spatial strategies. W\ \
A\ \ Rong $1eNY




: lsiole of Nl odtuss Mg h _—
S g W‘-’— “lelings e iopp b fre , 0
& wheiy @ing Loled—s e L (e ol
proh @46‘50«9 PSR sy / e C
y .
Yove m | \l=
; SRALL H7 S(ens il \o \
) u% &} ('me (:.f:} M EMS \‘-\\\\ ]
. \O 2
The walk @ \5 \~
| started the walk from my accommodation. Even though | walked the same path for a few year Py ré:i
now, it still felt new because of the new lens I've started observing it with. Interestingly, from the . UJU O
first step | saw a camera that | didn't notice before just right in front of the entrance. By walking
into residential area, | think it's an open-space private parking of the building I've counted 12
signs and at least 6 cameras. Office area, it was a DeepMind space, contained 8 signs and 7
cameras. Leisure area - 24 signs and 22 cameras. I've never noticed them before as | guess we O
usually don’t focus on the upper parts of the buildings but according to the placement and )
distance between cameras, it's impossible to go unnoticed (invisibility through normal|sat|on).| !;E_j O (= /’//f/@q% | ._N}
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MAP LEGEND

SPACES Leisure+entertainment area (includes
shops, restaurants and so on)

entropee lo CAM
Office space (includes office areas,

bars)

Residential area (student accomodations
and housing)

SURVEILLANCE .
Q Signs POINT R

ppe.d obServnhon here pecpuse ik gob

(O | Cameras “‘3‘“’“" Sign
TV operakic)
USUAL , )
WALK TIME Aleisurely 15-min walk
APROXIMATE
DISTANCE 250 meters
Suggestive / Advisory

O Regulatory / Directive
Prohibitive / Punitive
O Surveillance / Informational

==\ 0
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After the walk

Category

1. Suggestive [ Advisory

2. Regulatory [ Directive

3. Prohibitive [ Punitive

4. Surveillance |
Informational

Function

without force

Gives instructions or orders for
safe functioning

Prohibits actions with threat of
sanction

Announces monitoring or
recording

Purpose

Encouragement, persuasion

Operational control

Rule enforcement, deterrence

Legally required disclosure,
behavioral deterrence

----------------



Residential area

Suggestive / Advisory

Automatic
Door

‘

Regulatory / Directive

Fire exit

keep clear

Prohibitive / Punitive

CROSS
CCTV IN OPERATION
NO SMOKING

AVidso Recrding System s opersted on
taction of crme,safety and 950
management.

Itis ag:
‘smoke in these premises

No smoking or vaping
It is against the law to &5

smoke in these
premises

No parking
Loading bay

Access required

Surveillance / Informational




Office area

Suggestive / Advisory Prohibitive / Punitive

Struggling to
download the app
or open the Pod?

Use the &
King’s Cross Wifi &

No drinks
beyond this
point ¢




| eisure area

Suggestive / Advisory Regulatory / Directive Prohibitive / Punitive Surveillance / Informational

STABLE
STREET
GRANARY
SQUARE

IF YOU THINK YOU CAN SMELL GAS
TELEPHONE 0800 111999

Except by
Agreement
h KCES

UKEIC

NO UNAUTHORISED PARKING

o Intercom for L
Access |2

CCTUM,
OPERATION

020 7664 5720

" WHEN RED
LIGHT SHOWS

WAIT HERE

KNGS CROSS

Danger

~Vehicles reversing

warng
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my personal observations and how to translate my critical
feelings findings into more legible
form?
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MAP LEGEND

leisure area

AREA/COVERAGE
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office space

residential area
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SPACES Leisure+entertainment area (includes [EEEEEEEEEEEEENENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENENE RN ENEEREEENEERERENEEEEEEEENEEEREREREERERENERREREERRRRRREREREREE]
shops, restaurants and so on)

Office space (includes office areas,
bars)

Residential area (student accomodations
and housing)

SURVEILLANCE (0>  Cameras ENTERTAINMENT Boring \l;lviLIJ.AKLT e Aleisurely 16-min walk
’ Suggestive / Advisory
\\ Overwhelming /SIF;FeT%lguéATE 250 meters
||H”””| Regulatory / Directive
/NN Interesting OVERALL 35

CAMERAS

Surveillance / Informational SIGNS 44
DENSITY EERRNRREAEE

@ Prohibitive / Punitive
O OVERALL



Differences of zones and its relation to the signage

By classifying each sign according to its communicative function, | was able to trace

how different zones deploy distinct semiotic strategies. In the residential area, Prohibitive
signs dominate - their language explicitly forbids actions and implies sanctions. Yet these
restrictions seem primarily aimed at non-residents or newcomers, signalling that access is
conditional and behaviour must be regulated. The same pattern appears in the office area,
though with lower camera density, suggesting an implicit trust in office workers as reliable,
self-regulating subjects. Both zones use a more disciplinary sign language - concise,
legalistic, and cautionary - creating an atmosphere that prioritises order over invitation.|

WD @ ®w ® O m O O

s T~ e —_——

In contrast, the leisure area employs a higher proportion of Suggestive and Advisory signs,
framed in softer, more welcoming tones. These encourage participation, movement, and
consumption rather than enforce compliance, aligning with its role as a public-facing
commercial space. The variation across zones illustrates a spatial logic of differentiated
visibility: residents and workers are governed through rules and expectations of restraint, while
visitors are engaged through persuasion and branding.

1 - ] ] - ] " 1 1

Moreover, the physical design of King's Cross reinforces this logic. The street network is
composed of wide, intersecting routes and open plazas that maximise exposure, leaving
individuals continually visible from multiple vantage points. This urban morphology, combined
with dense signage and surveillance infrastructure, produces a landscape of constructed
transparency - a spatial arrangement where being seen is normalised and behavioural
conformity is subtly demanded.

Residential area (student accomodations
and housing)

office space

®
»© 0 ®

m @ @
® ® @ ® @®

Area Signs Cameras Area (m?) Signs /1000
mZ

Residential 12 6 4 000 3.0

(Blue)

Office (Green) 8 7 5000 1.6

Leisure (Pink) 24 22 11 000 2.2

O

o o
192990,

Cameras [ 1
000 m?

1.5

1.4

2.0



In areas of lesser density there are more signs as if when person is alone and not regulated by
the crowd, they more prone to behave in an anti-social manner than when they're in the crowd
and people serve as a force of constraint.

Surfaces and materials

During walking I've noticed the large amount of reflective glass being used on the street. And
while it's visually makes the street spatially seem bigger at the same time subconsciously it
implies the constant feeling of exposure to the gaze of others inside of those buildings.
Moreover, | had a feeling that glass mirror surfaces makes people more aware of themselves,
the way they walk, behave, dress up, interact by seeing their own reflections on almost every
building they pass.



History+research

METAHAVEN, UNCORPORATE INDENTITY

Even a ‘brand personality’-supposed to humanize the abstractions of organization-has trouble closing the gap be-
tween itself and the intangible thing it stands for. The emblem or image that represents an organization is a surface to -
cover that void. Such an image may appeal to people’s needs, desires, or expectations. It may also appeal to their fears.

Uncorporate Identity concerns the relationship between an organization and its tangible forms as they exist in the
world. For that reason, we consider transformations of political power and organizational form to have a major influ-

ence on corporate image.

Today'’s citizenship practices are concerned with ‘the production of “presence” of those without power and a politics
y's citizenship practices Wi producti P P P KING'’S CROSS
that claims rights to the city. The Making 6f &Masterpian

King’s Cross

Lower quality housing was built along the Caledonian Road, and more expensive properties in Barnsbury. On the west-
ern side of King’s Cross, the terraces and squares of Somers Town continued to be built. These were now occupied by
railway and industrial workers rather than the genteel middle class. An area between Somers Town and the Goods Yard
was leased to workmen to build their own homes, and quickly became associated with poor quality dwellings, known

as Agar Town.

In the latter part of the 1990s, the area became known for its nightlife and was something of a hub for artists and crea-
tive organisations. But problems of crime, unemployment and a poor quality environment undermined the area.
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